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What is your favorite style of home to build? 
Each home is uniquely tailored to the ho-
meowners personal taste and style. At the 
beginning of the homebuilding process, I sit 
down with the homeowners and together we 
come up with a comprehensive plan. That plan 
incorporates their needs and desires but also 
takes into account the materials, designs, and 
special amenities. My sub-contractors and 
I also make suggestions knowing what has 
worked well on previous homes we’ve built. In 
general, I like a traditional house with stone 
and a cast stone exterior. The interior would 
have heavy wood moldings with lots of hard 
surface floors (wood, stone, and wood & stone 
mix). There is always elaborate trim work and 
custom craftsmanship with woodworking, 
cabinets, and many different finishes. 

What Green Techniques and products do you 
use in your homes? 
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dining and living areas, and overall smarter 
home designs.  I also hear of some builders 
being overly creative with construction bud-
gets. A builder might set the budget unrealisti-
cally low to get the job knowing full well they 
are going to have to go back to the client for an 
increase of funds mid-project. I have also have 
seen where the budget is set realistically but 
a spec item costing less from a vendor is used 
and the difference in the actual price and the 
budgeted price is pocketed. Either way the ho-
meowner is not being treated fairly. 

What makes your homes different from other 
builders and the competition? How do you 
position yourself in the market? 
Well, I just do things a little differently than 
most builders.  I have a lean business model 
and don’t have a big staff. Homeowners inter-
act directly with me and then I have a team of 
talented subcontractors, craftsman and sup-
pliers who I utilize, they have worked with me 
for many years. It keeps my overhead low and 
allows me to focus on quality construction 
and pleasing my clients as opposed to con-
stantly chasing a dollar.  Also, I worked in the 
banking industry prior to becoming a builder 
in 1989, so I have insights into the financial as-
pect of homebuilding that can be helpful to my 
clients. The process of building a home with 
Mark Smith Custom Homes is different than it 
is with most other builders.  

How do you think your homeowner’s perceive 
you and your product? 
I stay in contact with my homeowners and 
many have become great friends, almost like 
family. It’s not unusual to find me playing golf 
or going on a hunting trip with someone who 
lives in a home I built. It makes me feel great 
when a working relationship turns into an on-
going friendship, and I consider it a testament 
to my integrity and the quality of workman-
ship my team and I bring to each project. To 
me, trust is the most important element in 
this relationship. Homebuilding should be fun 
and I would hope that many of my homeown-
ers would say that they’ve had a pleasurable 
experience.

Do you have any favorite hobbies? 
Outdoor sports like golfing and hunting. I’ve 
had some absolutely great times hunting in 
Alaska. That would definitely be my favorite 
place to hunt right now. 

www.marksmithcustomhomes.com
214-533-4405
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A green conceptual plan is designed for each 
home. It depends on what the homeowners 
needs will be. In our climate a high efficiency,  
HVAC system and well insulated doors and 
windows are crucial, and I am also a big be-
liever in foam insulation with full incapsula-
tion. The benefit of foam incapsulation is the 
attic stays nearly the same temperature as 
the interior of the home, which cuts down on 
energy use. Some clients want to take things 
further and I am just getting started on a very 
high-end home in Normandy Estates, that will 
make use of geothermal energy with pits 300 
feet deep. 

What are the current trends that you see in 
homebuilding? 
Some of the trends that I’m seeing are; more 
concentration of family areas vs formal areas, 
quality materials, workmanship and detailing 
vs more quantity of square footage, less formal 

Craftsmanship is extremely important, Smith says. 
For both my own home and for those of  

my clients, quality is key

It’s all about building 
relationships and 
sharing respect.
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Mark Smith Custom Homes
A look inside this luxury custom builder’s personal home

KAREN LANCASTER  SEAN MCGINTY

Top-tier finish-outs and an eclectic mix of materials are hallmarks of the 
projects completed in the area’s most outstanding neighborhoods by Mark 
Smith Custom Homes.
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A Masterful
Par-formance

Thanks to the Cox organizing committee, volunteers, alumni, friends, corporate sponsors,
prize donors, and the Cowboys Golf Club staff for all your support in making the
11th Annual Golf for Cox Tournament such a great success.  See you next year!

SMU  will  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  se,  age,  disability,  or  veteran
statue.    SMU’s  commitment  to  equal  opportunity  includes  nondiscrimination  of  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.

Maxed-out amenities and luxury detailing are key to the success of area 
homebuilder Mark Smith. For more information on his projects, visit www.
marksmithcustomhomes.com.
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